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ACCESSIBLE 

ITEM NUMBER 11.1 

SUBJECT Feedback from exhibition of proposed parking controls in 
Epping Town Centre 

REFERENCE F2018/03773 - D06672907 

REPORT OF Snr Project Officer 

PREVIOUS ITEMS 13.1 - Epping Town Centre Car Parking Controls - Council - 26 
Nov 2018 6.30pm 

 11.1 - Epping Town Centre Traffic Study exhibition - Council - 
26 Nov 2018 6.30pm        

 
PURPOSE: 
 
This report analyses the feedback from the exhibition of proposed DCP amendments 
to Parramatta DCP 2011 and Hornsby DCP 2013 as they apply in the Epping Town 
Centre, and makes recommendations for finalising the amendments. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council endorse the DCP amendments contained at Attachment 4 and 5 

for insertion into the relevant sections of Parramatta DCP 2011 and Hornsby 
DCP 2013. 

(b) That the DCP amendments come into effect on the day a public notice is 
advertised in the local newspaper. 

(c) That Council authorise the Acting CEO to correct any errors of a minor 
administrative nature relating to the DCP amendments finalisation process. 

(d) Further, that submitters be notified of Council’s decision. 

 

 
SUMMARY 

1. This report seeks Council’s adoption of proposed changes to planning controls 
for parking applying to certain development within Epping town centre, to assist 
with addressing traffic congestion. 

2. The congestion is due in part to significant residential flat building development 
that has occurred within the town centre in recent years. Most of this 
development was enabled by the NSW Government’s rezoning of the town 
centre as an ‘Urban Activation Precinct’ in 2014 with the development occurring 
substantially faster than the Government forecast. Further development is 
expected as many sites are yet to be developed under the controls introduced 
in 2014. 

3. The Epping community has raised significant concerns about the development, 
including traffic and other issues. In response, Council commissioned the 
Epping Traffic Study to test the implications of the higher than anticipated 
growth. The Traffic Study was publicly exhibited in late 2018.  

4. At its meeting on 26 November 2018, Council considered the outcomes of the 
Traffic Study exhibition and resolved to prepare a Transport Delivery Plan for 
the Epping town centre to assist with addressing residents’ concerns. One of 
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the policy items that will assist in addressing traffic issues is reducing parking 
rates for certain development within the town centre.  

5. Given the traffic issues, a separate report to the 26 November 2018 Council 
meeting proposed various changes to Epping town centre traffic and parking 
controls in Parramatta Development Control Plan 2011 and Hornsby 
Development Control Plan 2013. Council resolved to publicly exhibit those draft 
parking controls.  

6. The proposed reduced parking rates are slight to moderate and various other 
measures are proposed to make it easier for people to travel by other transport 
modes. The proposed changes will only apply to development within easy 
walking distance of Epping railway station and bus services. 

7. Key proposed changes are: 

a) For future residential flat development proposed within 800 metres of 
Epping railway station: (a) slightly reducing residential parking rates, to 
align with Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) rates but specifying 
rates as maximum rather than minimum rates, (b) slightly increasing 
visitor parking rates, to align with RMS rates, (c) requiring Travel Plans, 
to encourage increased walking, cycling, public transport and car 
share, and (d) requiring certain restrictions to be placed on the property 
title, such as ‘decoupling’ parking spaces from apartments. 

b) For future commercial development within 800 metres of the station: 
delete existing minimum parking rates but retain existing maximum 
rates.  

c) For commercial development that is also over 300 square metres: 
require end-of-trip facilities, such as showers and lockers, to 
adequately service bicycle parking spaces required under existing 
controls. 

8. The draft controls were exhibited from 1 February 2019 to 4 March 2019. A 
total of 12 submissions were received.  

9. The views from submitters are mixed with some supportive and others 
expressing concerns about potential on street parking impacts or the 
comparison of the town centre to a strategic centre. Refer to ‘Feedback 
Summary’ at Attachment 1 with further details of each submission provided in 
‘Summary of Submissions Table’ at Attachment 2.  

10. The proposed changes will assist with reducing the traffic impact of future 
traffic-generating development within Epping town centre. It will do this by 
reducing residential parking rates, implementing measures to encourage 
alternate transport modes, and removing minimum parking rates for certain 
commercial development. The proposed changes are also consistent with local 
and State plans as detailed in ‘Response to Submission Issues’ in 
Attachment 1 with further details in Attachment 3. 

11. While the extent of traffic impact reduction from each development will be slight 
to moderate, it is expected the cumulative impact reduction from multiple 
developments will be more substantial over time. 

12. The proposed changes won’t fully address traffic generation and circulation 
issues within the town centre in isolation, but will enable cumulative change and 
complement other strategic traffic initiatives, such as the State Government’s 
commitment to widen Epping Bridge. 
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13. It is recommended that Council adopt the proposed changes to the parking 
controls as publicly exhibited and contained at Attachments 4 and 5. 

 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS FOR COUNCIL 
 
14. If Council resolves to endorse the draft DCP amendments, a public notice will 

need to be placed in the Northern District Times. This will cost approximately 
$2,500 and funding is available within the Land Use Planning’s advertising 
budget. 

15. The draft DCP changes will help to mitigate the traffic impact of future 
development in the town centre. If Council resolves not to adopt the draft DCP 
changes, the traffic impact of future development will increase. This may 
require Council to undertake additional traffic and transport works which will 
have significant cost and financial implications.  

 

Jacky Wilkes 
Senior Project Officer - Land Use Planning 
 
Jonathon Carle 
Manager - Land Use Planning 
 
Jennifer Concato 
Acting Executive Director - City Strategy and Development 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1⇩   Background 9 Pages  
2⇩   Summary of Submissions Table 9 Pages  
3⇩   Consistency with Local Plans and Instruments and State plans 2 Pages  
4⇩   Parramatta DCP Amendments 18 Pages  
5⇩   Hornsby DCP Amendments 3 Pages  
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